Ridgewood Baseball and Softball Association

Bonvarlet Division

2011 Season

Rules

Rules for the Bonvarlet Division (named after Paul Bonvarlet) will be those of the American League division of Major League Baseball.  With the following exceptions:

Leagues

We have 2 leagues in Bonvarlet:  Junior and Senior.
Junior is 7th graders exclusively and Senior will consist of 8th grade through 12th graders.
Game Play

The games are to be started when the schedule says, no exceptions, no grace.  The umpire’s time is the official time.  If a team has fewer than 8 players at game time and the umpire is present this is a forfeit.  Coaches should share players and play since the Umpire is getting paid anyway.  No mandatory outs need be taken by the team with only 8 players.  If both teams have fewer than 8 players then no forfeit has occurred. These games should be rescheduled as time permits.
Teams will bat all players.   All players must play half of the innings in the field.  Speedup rules for pitcher and catcher if they desire at anytime.  Runner substitution for the catcher is mandatory with 2 outs.
Teams must field nine players defensively and you are not required to play people at every position.  Outfield gets plenty of action in this league.  This means that during the time when days are short you need to alternate innings in the field to ensure equal playing time
Game duration is 7 innings.  In early spring it will be difficult to complete 5 innings which are usually required for a complete abbreviated game.  For this reason games called on darkness will revert to the last completed inning and will be considered complete.  The only exception to this rule is if the home team has the lead and is at bat.  This rule applies to rain outs and exceeding playing time allowed on Saturday.

Failure to adhere to the playing rules may result in a formal protest to the commissioner and possibly lead to team sanctions or forfeit.

Schedule

Schedule will be found on  www.RBSA.us
Coaches:

Only the head coach and the assistant coach may be in the player area during play.   All other parents (fans) must remain in designated areas for viewing the game.  Coaches are responsible for maintaining order and good sportsmanship while on the field and after the game.  The player area should be free of litter and the equipment should be stored in the lock boxes and the boxes must be locked before leaving the fields.  Coaches will email the scores to the commissioner with a brief synopsis of the game.  We intend to keep the website current with our records and with standout performances by our players.  Ten run mercy rule after 5 complete innings.

Players

Players must wear matching uniforms and hats in order to play.  We have mandatory use of protective cups for catchers but the RBSA suggests all players wear them.  Players must not wear any jewelry which includes all extras with the exception of medic alert bracelets.  Yes, this includes Livestrong Bands.  Players will show good sportsmanship at all times and are encouraged to remember that being the umpire is the most difficult job on the field. 

Bonvarlet is a slide or avoid league.   Intentional collisions will result in being called out with possible disciplinary action by the league.  Feet first sliding into all bases while advancing you may dive into a base while returning to the base.
Players Gear:

Both leagues Bats should be -3 with 5/8th  barrel. Metal spikes allowed.
In 2011 season, to provide for safety, and for my own personal preference,All Bonvarlet must use wood bats for the entire season.   The league will supply several unbreakable wood bats to be kept in the team bag so no extra expense is incurred by players.

Bases: We will play 90 feet between bases for Senior and 70 feet for 7th grade..

Pitching

Pitchers on any level of High School may not pitch in Senior Bonvarlet until the high school season is over.   Both leagues will have elimination playoffs and several (4 or more) pitchers will be required to meet pitch count limits while advancing to the championship.  So that means develop pitchers.
Pitch Restrictions

For the month of April, a player may not pitch more than 32 pitches per game. Starting May 1st, 45 pitches per game. June 1st and into the playoffs, the limit is 54 pitches per game. If a player pitches, (1) calendar day of rest is mandatory. A player may pitch a maximum of two times in a calendar week.  Always ask your pitcher to tell you if they have arm discomfort.  Pitchers will be allowed to finish the batter in which the pitch count is reached.  Coaches it is your responsibility to have a pitcher ready when the pitch count is reached.  If we pay attention to the counts the move from one pitcher to the next need not delay the game.  Remember this rule is to protect our young players.
Balks: In the interest of instructing pitchers on proper mechanics, pitchers will be warned by the umpire and deliver instruction on proper mechanics before calling a balk. The umpire will use his judgment if the infractions are repeated.

Fans

Remember what I said about the umpire and what I said about the number of coaches allowed in the player area.  This is a Rec League but I want there to be no mistake about why we're here; which is to let our children play competitive baseball in a stress free environment.  Remember the golden rule, do unto the opposition as you would have them do unto your team.   Heckling has no place in this league.
